
SERMON SERIES:  Faith That Works 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Song:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

Monday, October 23, “Hearing must be demonstrated by doing.”      Read James 1:19-25 
James 1:22 says, “But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” I read 
about a man from New York City who died at the age of 63 without ever having a job. He spent 
his entire adult life in college. He had acquired so many academic degrees that they looked like 
the alphabet behind his name. You might be thinking this is quite a waste. Why did this man 
spend his entire life in college? When he was a child, a wealthy relative died who had named him 
as the sole beneficiary in his will. The will stated that he was to be given enough money to 
support him every year as long as he stayed in school. And it was to be discontinued when he 
had completed his education. So the man remained in school his entire life. He met the terms of 
the will, but unfortunately, he spent thousands of hours listening to professors and reading 
books but never “doing” or “applying” anything. He acquired more and more knowledge but 
never put it into practice. If we read the Bible or listen as it is taught but fail to put into action 
what we have heard or learned, we are as bad as that man with his many educational degrees 
who did nothing! His education was of no practical benefit to anyone. The Bible always links 
saving faith with living out obedience to God. Hearing must be demonstrated by doing. Bible 
teacher D. De Haan writes, “We take delight to read God's Word and say, "Oh, yes, it's true!” But 
it's of little use to us unless we hear and do.” 

 What does being a doer of God’s Word look like to you? 

 What does being a doer of God’s Word look like to God? (use some bible verses) 
Memory Verse: James 1:22 
Prayer - Father, please help me to put Your Word into practice and reflect Your glory to others. 
 
Tuesday, October 24, “Word activated.” Read James 1:19-25 
James 1:22 says, “But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 
Technology experts believe that computer keyboards will soon be obsolete as more and more 
functions become voice-activated. Voice-activation even now permeates daily life so that 
pressing buttons and twisting dials a thing of the past. We can give verbal instructions to 
everything from the television to the toaster. When we speak, it will be done. Voice-activated 
devices are programmed to do what they are told. James urges us to do the same when we hear 
the Word. We are deceived if we hear God’s Word and think we don’t need to do it. When we 
hear it and neglect what we just heard, we quickly forget what the Lord shows us about 
ourselves and wander along our way unchanged. We often want God to hear and answer us, but 
the greater issue is whether we listen and respond to Him. Does God have our attention today? 
Are we choosing to be voice-activated by every word from Him? The technology of voice-

MEMORY VERSE:  James 1:22       
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
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activation is amazing, but God is calling His people to be “Word-activated.” My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. John 10:27. 

 What have you recently read or heard from God’s Word that calls you to obedience? 

 What has God called you to obey recently that has been hard for you? 
Memory Verse: James 1:22 
Prayer - Father, help me to quickly obey You when You speak. 
 
Wednesday, October 25, “Live out what you know.”Read James 1:19-25 
I recently read this poem that goes like this: A faith that is vibrant, impassioned, alive, will 
certainly work itself out; A faith that is eager to roll up its sleeves will find that there's no room for 
doubt. I heard about one church that got a brand new pastor who preached the same sermon 
every Sunday for two months. When people started complaining, he told the congregation, “I’ll 
preach a new sermon when you act on this one.” That pastor reminds me of the scripture that 
we are thinking on this week: “Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only”. As followers of 
Christ, we are to live out what we learn. Conference speaker Michael Baughen put it this way, 
“James wants you to have a holy faith—worked out in the world.” He pointed out that some 
people that attend church, and regularly give money, never live out their Christ-like witness in 
the world. The world calls that hypocrisy. Indeed, our empty lip service never fools the world. 
James said we only deceive ourselves. Our faith is “pure and undefiled” when it overflows in 
service to others (v.27). Some Christians are little more than “harmless” citizens in the world, for 
they are hearers only. Others are compelling witnesses, for they are both hearers and doers. 
Faith is not as concerned about what you “don’t do”, but more concerned about what you “do”. 
Let’s not just learn what God says. Let’s live it! 
 Why is it important to “live out” God’s Word in front of others? 
 What is hypocrisy? Do you think hypocrisy affects those in or outside of the church? (explain) 
Memory Verse: James 1:21 
Prayer:  Father, deliver me from hypocrisy. Fill me with the desire and the power to do your will. 
 
Thursday, October 26, “Words to live by.”   Read James 1:19-25 
The strength of our actions should match the strength of our words. It is so easy to talk about 
doing more than we actually do and to speak about truth we’re not really living by. We can 
become swollen with words, yet starved for reality, forgetting that all of God’s commands flow 
from His heart of love for us. For many years I’ve thrown great articles and quotes in a file folder 
labeled “Illustrations.” If I found something good and true that I could use in a future sermon, I 
would hang on to it. This file had become thick with articles, quotations, and illustrations that 
might be useful. Recently I came to my senses and realized that most of this stuff is now online 
by simply using Google. So I began to go through the file throwing out things. The problem was I 
found it difficult to throw away many of the items, not because I haven’t used them in a sermon 
but because I haven’t put them into practice at all. I closed the folder thinking, “These aren’t 
words to talk about; these are words to live by.” James 1:23 says, “If anyone is a hearer of the 
word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he 
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.” Hearers are like those who 
look into a mirror and then forget what they have just seen. But the doer is blessed because he 
looks to the Word of God and does not forget but acts. Only those who look at the Word and DO 
it will be blessed. Those who take only a passing glance at it and are unconcerned with how the 
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Word influences their actions are like those who look into a mirror and go away, not embracing 
the opportunity to act upon what they have seen. 
 When God reveals a fresh truth from scripture, how do you remember it? (put it into practice) 
 How do you remember to put it into practice? 
Memory Verse: James 1:22 
Prayer: Father, as I read, study, and listen to Your Word, show me clearly what You want me to 
do.  
 
Friday, October 27, “I’ve heard lots of sermons.” Read James 1:19-25 
James 1:25 says, “The one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” I don’t have any 
idea how many sermons that I have heard in my life. I am 54 years old which adds up to about 
2,815 weeks. Most of those weeks I went to church and heard at least one sermon, maybe two. 
That doesn’t include Wednesday nights, all the revival sermons, sermons I heard in college, 
conferences, or sermons that I have listened to on tape, CD, or online. I guess I have heard 3-
4,000 sermons in my life? Now, I don’t get self-righteous because I have heard so many sermons, 
in fact, I should be a bit fearful. I am accountable for every single word of scripture that I have 
ever heard, studied, or preached. And here is the thing…so are you. This is not information to fill 
your mental Wikipedia page. It is not stuff for you to pick and choose from. The sermon is not 
merely intended to inspire you. God holds us accountable for each and every word of His that we 
hear. We are either being transformed closer to the image of Jesus in these moments or our 
hearts are being hardened. Either way, we are accountable. Hearing the word of God comes with 
a responsibility…but also with a hope. James says if we are a hearer who doesn’t forget, but a 
doer who acts, we will be blessed in we do. Christ-followers take delight in God’s word and do it 
and are blessed. 

 Name a sermon that impacted your life? What truth was proclaimed? Why do you still 
remember is? 

 What do you think James means by using the term, “law of liberty”? 
Memory Verse: James 1:22 
Prayer: Father, help me to hear Your Word with ears to understand that I am accountable to 
You.  
 
Saturday, October 28, Read James 1 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 


